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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

FOR  THE 

CHESrER  RURAL  DISTRICT 

For  the  year  1955 


To  THE  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Councii.. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  Annual  Report  on  the 
Health  and  Sanitary  conditions  of  the  Chester  Rural  District 
for  the  year  1955. 

The  National  Vital  Statistics  show  a slight  decrease  in  the 
Birth  and  Infant  Mortality  Rates,  and  a small  increase  in  the 
Death  Rate.  Locally  there  is  a slight  increase  in  the  Birth,  Death, 
and  Infant  Mortality  Rates. 

Measles  (428  cases),  reached  epidemic  proportions  amongst 
young  children  in  the  spring  months  of  the  year,  and  was  the 
outstanding  infectious  disease  prevalent. 

There  were  in  addition,  18  cases  of  Whooping  Cough,  11 
of  Scarlet  Fever,  and  10  of  suspected  Food  Poisoning. 

The  cases  of  Food  Poisoning  were  mild  individual  cases  of 
gastric  upset  at  intervals  throughout  the  year,  all  of  which  on 
investigation  gave  negative  results. 

During  the  year,  the  maintenance  of  the  various  Sewage 
plants  and  sewers  was  transferred  from  the  Health  to  the  Archi- 
tect’s Department.  Close  co-operation  between  the  two  depart- 
ments will  still  be  necessary,  as  problems  associated  with  drainage 
will  always  be  a major  concern  of  the  Health  Department. 

New  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  and  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  1955,  together  with  the  Slum  Clearance  programme,  and  the 
possibility  of  a new  Clean  Air  Bill,  will  combine  to  put  a strain 
on  the  resources  of  the  Department  in  the  near  future. 

Included  at  the  end  of  the  Report  is  my  Annual  Report 
as  Divisional  Medical  Officer,  on  the  Personal  Health  Services 
operating  on  behalf  of  the  County  Council  in  the  South  West 
Cheshire  Division,  of  which  Chester  Rural  District  forms  part. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  the 
Staff  of  the  Health  Department  for  their  help  and  co-operation 
throughout  the  year. 

I am. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  J.  BIRCHALL,  m.b.,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p.,  d.ph., 
Medk:al  Officer  of  Health. 


NATIONAL  STATISTICS 

The  Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1955  was  15.0 
per  1,000  population,  compared  with  15.2  for  1954. 

The  Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1955  was  11.7 
per  1,000  population;  the  rate  for  1954  was  11.3. 

The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  England  and  Wales,  i.e.. 
Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age  per  1,000  live  hirths  was 
24.9  ; the  rate  for  1954  was  25.5. 


CHESTER  RURAL  DISTRICT 
STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
SECTION  A 

Area : 43,677  acres 

Population  Mid  1955  26,810 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1955)  according  to 

Rate  Books  7,164 

Number  of  houses  built  in  1955  (by  Private  Enterprise 

146,  by  Local  Authority  74)  Total  220 

Rateable  Value  at  1st  April,  1955  £296,710 

Product  of  Id.  Rate  at  1st  April,  1955  £1,330 


The  Chief  Industry  of  the  District  is  Dairy  Farming. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  1955 


Births 

Live  Births 

MALE  FEMALE 

TOTAL 

Legitimate  

186  172 

358 

Illegitimate  

4 3 

7 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated 

civilian  population- 

-13.61. 

Using  Comparability  factor  of  1.18  the  adjusted  Birth  Rate 

is  16.06. 

Still  Births 

MALE  FE.MALE 

TOTAL 

Legitimate  

2 

2 

Illegitimate  

— — 

— 

Rate  per  1,000  (Live  and  Still)  Births — 5.4.  Still  Birth  rate 
per  1,000  civilian  population  0.07. 
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Deaths 

MALE 

FEMALE 

TOTAL 

226 

175 

401 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population — 14.96.  By  use  of  a Com- 
parability factor  of  1.05  the  aajusted  Death  Rate  is  15.7. 

Deaths  (due  to  maternal  causes) : 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth  I 

Death  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age: 

MALE  FEMALE  TOTAL 

Legitimate  4 1 5 

Illegitimate  ....  — — — 

Infant  Mortality  rate,  i.e.,  per  1,000  live  births — 13.7. 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  four  weeks  of  age: 


MALE  FEMALE 

TOTAL 

Legitimate  

4 1 

5 

Illegitimate  

— — 

— 

over 

The  natural  increase  in  population  (that  is  excess 
deaths)  is  shown  in  the  following  tables. 

of  births 

NAT.  INC. 

N.AT.  INC. 

PER  1,000 

PER  1,000 

YEAR 

POP. 

POP. 

YEAR 

POP. 

POP. 

1944 

18,440 

9.2 

1950  .... 

23,610 

5.16 

1945 

17,510 

7.9 

1951  .... 

25,590 

4.14 

1946 

18,310 

8.02 

1952  .... 

25,580 

2.8 

1947 

18,590 

9.5 

1953  .... 

26,250 

0.45 

1948 

19,710 

6.2 

1954  .... 

26,790 

—0.5 

1949 

20,330 

3.7 

1955  .... 

26,810 

—1.35 

over 

The  natural  increase  in  population  (that  is  excess 
deaths)  (1944-1955)  (England  and  Wales). 

of  births 

PER 

PER 

1,000 

1,000 

YEAR 

POP. 

YEAR 

POP. 

1944 



6.0 

1950 

4.2 

1945 

4.7 

1951 

3.0 

1946 



7.6 

1952 

4.0 

1947 

8.5 

1953 

4.1 

1948 

7.1 

1954 

3.9 

1949 

5.0 

1955 

3.3 

3 


Table  of  Number  of  Live  Births  and  Birth  Rates  (1944-1955). 


BIRTH 

BIRTH 

YEAR 

NUMBER  RATE 

YEAR 

NUMBER 

RATE 

1944  

354 

19.19 

1950  

322 

13.6 

1945  

340 

19.41 

1951  

315 

12.31 

1946  

327 

17.85 

1952  

293 

11.45 

1947  

383 

20.6 

1953  

348 

13.25 

1948  

329 

16.7 

1954  

343 

12.80 

1949  

303 

14.9 

1955  

365 

13.61 

Table 

of  Number  of  Deaths  and  Crude  Death 

Rates 

(1944-1955). 

DEATH 

DEATH 

YEAR 

NUMBER  RATE 

YEAR 

NUMBER 

RATE 

1944  

183 

9.92 

1950  ....  ; 

200 

8.5 

1945  

200 

11.42 

1951  

209 

8.17 

1946  

180 

9.83 

1952  

222 

8.68 

1947  

206 

11.8 

1953  

337 

12.8 

1948  

205 

10.4 

1954  

356 

13.3 

1949  

227 

11.2 

1955  

401 

14.96 

Table 

of  Infant  Mortality  (1944-1955). 

RATE 

R.\TE 

PER  1,000 

PER  1,000 

YEAR 

NUMBER  BIRTHS 

YEAR 

NUMBER  BIRTHS 

1944  

....  14 

39.5 

1950  

....  6 

18.6 

1945  

....  17 

50.0 

195)  

....  11 

34.9 

1946  

....  11 

33.64 

1952  

....  8 

27.3 

1947  

....  18 

46.99 

1953  

....  10 

28.7 

1948  

....  10 

30.4 

1954  

....  4 

11.7 

1949  

....  1 

3.3 

1955  

....  5 

13.7 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 



Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough 

Nil 

Particulars  of  unusual  or  excessive  mortality  during  the 


year. 

MALE 

FE- 

MALE 

TOTAL 

IN 

1955 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory 
System  

81 

76 

157 

130 

Cancer  

41 

16 

57 

48 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System  .... 

38 

39 

77 

71 

Cancer  of  Lungs  

9 

3 

12 

4 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  1955 

MALE  FEMALE 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  5 1 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  — — 

Syphilitic  Diseases  1 1 

Other  Infective  or  Parasitic  Diseases  — 1 

Cancer  (all  sites)  41  16 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System  38  39 

Diseases  of  Heart  and  Circulatory  System  81  76 

Bronchitis  9 5 

Pneumonia  1 1 9 

Influenza  1 — 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System  2 1 

Enteritis  — 1 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  6 — 

Leukaemia  2 1 

Diabetes  — 4 

Nephritis  — 1 

Maternal  Causes  — 1 

Congenital  Malformations  1 2 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  5 — 

Suicide  1 — 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  6 2 

All  other  Accidents  2 2 

All  other  causes  14  12 


226  175 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
Public  Health  Officers  in  Chester  Rural  District 
SECTION  B 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

W.  J.  Birchall,  m.b.,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p.,  d.p.h. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  Cleansing  Superintendent  and  Meat 
Inspector 

H.  E.  Stone,  m.s.i.a.,  r.s.l,  and  Joint  Board  Certificate  for 
Sanitary  Inspectors,  Liverpool  University  Certificate  for 
Sanitary  Knowledge  and  Meat  and  other  Foods,  Cambridge 
University  Certificates. 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector 

J.  G.  Wilkes,  r.s.i.,  and  Joint  Certificate  for  Sanitary  In- 
jector R.S.L,  Meat  and  other  Foods,  Liverpool  University 
Certificate  for  Sanitary  Knowledge  and  Meat  and  other 
Foods. 
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Pupil  Sanitary  Inspector 
C.  Feather. 

Clerk /Typists 

Miss  J.  Abley. 

Miss  E.  Boden. 

(a)  Laboratory  Facilities 

The  Regional  Laboratory  Service  under  Ministry  of  Health 
is  available  at  Birkenhead  for  free  examination  of  Bacteriological 
specimens. 

The  services  of  the  Pathological  Department,  Chester  Royal 
Infirmary  are  utilised  for  Chemical  Examinations. 

(b)  Ambulance  Facilities 

Infectious  Diseases  are  removed  to  Clatterbridge  Isolation 
Hospital  by  the  Cheshire  County  Council  Ambulances,  assisted 
by  the  Chester  City  Ambulances,  acting  as  an  Agency  Service. 
Accident  and  Sick  cases  are  also  removed  to  hospitals  in  Chester, 
Clatterbridge  and  Liverpool  by  the  County  and  City  Ambulances. 
There  are  no  special  Ambulances  for  Infectious  cases,  with  the 
exception  of  Smallpox. 

(c)  Nursing  in  the  Home 

Home  Nursing  in  the  Rural  District  is  undertaken  by 
District  Nurses  working  under  the  direction  of  the  Cheshire 
County  Council,  which  is  the  Local  Health  Authority. 

(d)  Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics  including  Clinics  solely  for 
diagnosis  or  consultation.  The  County  Council  Clinics  are  avail- 
able for  residents  in  this  area  at : — 

Upton:  Infant  Welfare  Clinic. 

Saughall:  Infant  Welfare  Clinic. 

Barrow:  Infant  Welfare  Clinic. 

Huntington:  Infant  Welfare  Clinic. 

Chester:  Orthopaedic  and  Tuberculosis. 

(e)  Hospitals 

The  General  Hospitals  at  Chester,  Clatterbridge  and  Liver- 
pool are  available  for  residents  in  the  district  as  well  as  Special 
Treatment  Centres  in  Chester  and  Liverpool.  There  is  in  addi- 
tion a special  Hospital  at  Barrow  for  the  treatment  of  Tuberculosis. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT,  1955 


The  Chairman  and  Members,  Chester  Rural  Distru-t  Council. 
Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  my  Annual  Report 
for  1955  which  completes  25  years  continuous  service. 

The  year  has  seen  an  administrative  change  in  the  trans- 
fer of  the  maintenance  of  Sewers  and  Sewage  Disposal  Plants 
from  the  Public  Health  Department  to  the  Architects  Depart- 
ment ; this  took  place  in  September,  but  it  is  anticipated  the 
help  of  this  Department  will  still  be  asked  for  and  we  shall  be 
happy  to  co-operate. 

It  was  with  considerable  disappointment  that  the  Council 
heard  that  the  Ellesmere  Port  Borough  Council  were  terminating 
their  agreement  with  you,  whereby  they  supplied  Meat  Inspectors 
to  an  abattoir  in  your  area,  where  slaughtering  took  place  on 
behalf  of  butchers  trading  in  Ellesmere  Port. 

The  end  of  the  year  saw  the  publication  of  the  new  Food 
Hygiene  Regulations  which  came  into  force  on  1st  January,  1956, 
as  also  does  the  new  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  which  has  now 
received  Royal  Assent ; both  of  these  enactments  will  mean  added 
work  for  the  department  which  with  the  Slum  Clearance  pro- 
gramme you  have  undertaken,  will  strain  its  inspectorial  resources 
to  the  limit ; and  it  is  probable  that  you  will  be  asked  to  con- 
sider the  appointment  of  an  additional  qualified  assistance. 

I am  grateful  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public 
Health  Committee  for  their  continued  support  and  understanding, 
also  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council  for  their  con- 
tinued confidence  in  the  department. 

Your  additional  Sanitary  Inspector  has  given  loyal  service 
and  support  to  me  during  the  year,  and  I must  also  congratulate 
your  Pupil  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  C.  Feather,  in  having  success- 
fully passed  the  examination  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  and 
Sanitary  Inspectors  Joint  Board  to  become  qualified  as  a Sanitary 
Inspector  ; but  whose  services  it  is  anticipated  will  be  soon  lost 
to  the  department  in  view  of  his  deferred  National  Service,  a loss 
which  the  department  can  ill  afford  at  this  time. 

My  thanks  are  also  due  to  your  Foreman  and  Water  In- 
spector for  their  continued  loyalty  and  support,  also  the  Outdoor 
Staff  who  have  worked  well  under  all  circumstances. 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  E.  STONE,  M.S.I.A., 

, Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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SECTION  C 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 
Water  Supply 

It  is  an  undoubted  fact  that  almost  every  phase  of  our  life 
is  dependent  upon  water  for  its  sustenance.  In  every  industry, 
in  agriculture,  dairy  farming,  our  owm  existence  depends  on  water 
in  some  form  or  another. 

The  horizon  of  your  district,  particularly  to  the  North,  has 
changed  considerably  during  the  past  ten  years  and  where  water 
was  needed  mainly  for  domestic  purposes  in  the  past  it  is  now 
used  in  its  jiiillions  of  gallons  per  day  hy  the  vast  industries  that 
have  sprung  up  around  us  ; this  fact  is  forcibly  brought  home  to 
us  as  we  look  at  the  vast  cooling  towers  to  the  North  and  West, 
fiist  to  Elton  at  the  new  Power  Station  of  the  Central  Electricity 
Board,  then  over  to  the  North  West  to  the  vast  works  of  the  Shell 
Refining  and  IVlarketing  Company  Ltd.,  at  Thornton-le-Moors  and 
Stanlow,  and  still  a little  further  to  the  West  the  modern  yet 
futuristic  industry  of  the  British  Atomic  Research  Association. 
Industries  that  hold  such  vast  potentialities  for  the  good  of  this 
and  future  generations,  yet  where  would  they  be  without  water. 

In  almost  every  item  of  food  we  ingest,  water  in  some  form 
or  another  is  an  essential  ingredient  and  its  purity  must  he 
maintained. 

Annual  Reports  that  I have  had  the  pleasure  to  compile 
in  the  past  have  enumerated  the  sources  of  water  supply  in  your 
area  in  addition  to  that  derived  from  your  own  borehole  at 
Plemstall,  all  of  which  provide  a wholesome  and  sufficient  supply 
of  water  for  47  of  the  49  Parishes  comprising  your  area.  The 
remaining  two  Parishes  are  Claverton  and  Croughton  ; the  former 
has  no  habitations  and  the  latter  only  6 ; these  are  mainly  farms 
and  derive  their  water  supply  from  private  wells,  and  it  is  here 
the  supplies  are  not  so  reliable  quantitatively,  particularly  in  dry 
periods,  which  haye  caused  some  anxiety  to  the  farmers  ; hut  to 
bring  a piped  supply  to  this  Parish  presents  some  difficulties, 
mostly  economic,  as  so  much  main  would  be  unproductiye  were 
it  to  be  laid  either  from  our  own  supply  at  Wervin,  or  from  the 
West  Cheshire  Water  Boards  main  at  Chorlton. 

Samples  taken  and  submitted  for  Bacteriological  and 
Chemical  Analysis  haye  proyed  all  supplies  to  be  satisfactory  and 
suitable  for  human  consumption,  whilst  that  from  your  own  bore- 
hole and  from  the  mains  of  the  West  Cheshire  Water  Board  is 
hard. 

Details  of  the  piped  water  supplies  afforded  in  your  district 
from  water  mains,  together  with  the  estimated  population,  are 
shown  in  the  following  tabulation : 
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NO.  OF  EST.  POP 

PARISH  nWELLINGS  SUPPLIED 

Alclford  92  345 

Bache  17  72 

Backforcl  47  176 

Barrow  250  1 ,062 

Bridge  Trafford  9 35 

Buerton  17  73 

Capenhurst  112  411 

Caughall  3 1 1 

Chester  Castle  1 2 

Chorlton-by-Backford  24  113 

Christleton  501  1,879 

Churton  Heath  5 15 

Claverton  — — 

Croughton  6 — 

Dodleston  126  473 

Dunham-on-the-Hill  155  581 

Eaton  23  85 

Eccleston  88  330 

Elton  123  461 

Great  Bough  ton  1,091  4,092 

Guilden  Sutton  214  803 

Hapsford  34  145 

Hoole  Village  95  356 

Huntington  407  1,526 

Lea-by-Backford  59  221 

Lea  Newbold  7 27 

Ledsham  37  139 

Littleton  152  570 

Little  Stanney  81  304 

Lower  Kinnerton  38  144 

Marlston-cum-Lache  29  109 

Mickle  Trafford  120  440 

Mollington  146  548 

Moston  63  236 

Picton  22  88 

Poulton  31  116 

Puddington  106  398 

Pulford  92  345 

Rowton  91  342 

Saighton  82  319 

Saughall  601  2,254 

Shotwick  19  71 

Shotwick  Park  20  78 
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Stoak  

23 

74 

Thornton-le-Moors  

75 

281 

Upton -by -Chester  

1 ,486 

5,573 

Wervin  

24 

89 

Wirnbolds  Trafford  

33 

124 

Woodbank  

24 

77 

6,964 

25,585 

Drainage  and  Sewerage 

The  year  has  seen  a change  from  an  administrative  point 
of  view,  from  what  I believe  was  a genuine  desire  to  relieve  the 
department  of  one  of  its  growing  responsibilities ; the  duty  of 
attending  to  and  the  responsibility  of  maintaining  the  various 
sewage  disposal  plants  and  sewers,  was  taken  from  the  Public 
Health  Department  and  presented  to  the  Architects  Department  • 
this  after  almost  twenty-five  years  in  one  department ; but  the 
assistance  of  this  department  will  still  be  required  and  freely 
given,  evidenced  by  the  number  of  requests  for  assistance  in  de- 
choking  blocked  house  drains  on  your  own  and  private  house 
drainage  systems. 

In  order  to  secure  the  desired  end  another  technical  appoint- 
ment has  been  made.  The  transfer  of  responsibility  took  place 
in  September. 

In  previous  years  I have  analysed  the  needs  of  the  various 
Parishes  ; I now  wonder  if  I am  competent  to  do  so,  but  as  this 
is  undoubtedly  one  of  the  major  issues  in  Public  Health  adminis- 
tration, I consider  no  exception  can  be  taken  if  I express  my  own 
point  of  view,  with  which  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Committee  are  Conversant. 

Barrow 

As  was  expected  in  the  terms  of  my  report  last  year  the 
completion  of  the  sewerage  scheme  for  the  Great  Barrow  portion 
of  the  Parish  has  been  delayed  for  various  reasons,  not  the  least 
of  which  is  the  continued  shortage  of  suitable  labour  ; completion 
date  according  to  the  Contract  was  to  have  been  February  last, 
but  for  reasons  already  stated  completion  has  not  been  reached 
by  the  end  of  December,  1955,  though  it  should  be  in  working 
order  very  early  in  1956. 

That  will  be  one  part  of  Barrow  satisfied,  but  the  other 
part  of  Barrow  remains.  A scheme  has  been  recommended  for 
the  improvement  of  the  present  drainage  disposal  plant  at  Hollow- 
moor  Heath,  but  Little  Barrow  and  Stamford  Bridge  still  remain 
to  be  dealt  with ; particularly  is  this  necessary  in  the  case  of  the 
Stamford  Bridge  area. 
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Christleton 

The  major  part  of  this  Parish  is  already  adequately  sewered 
and  two  years  ago  you  extended  the  sewerage  system  in  part  of 
Plough  Lane  with  the  provision  of  an  ejector  plant  which  was 
intended  to  accommodate  the  remainder  of  Plough  Lane,  part  of 
Rake  Lane  and  the  Brown  Heath  area.  In  this  area  there  are 
some  50  premises,  most  of  which  have  to  tolerate  a primitive  form 
of  drainage  which  cannot  be  classed  as  satisfactory ; financial  con- 
siderations are  the  factors  which  arc  holding  up  progress,  coupled 
with  Town  Planning  sterilisation.  One  wonders  for  how  long. 

Dunham  Hill 

The  Talbot  Road  housing  scheme  works  one  of  the  plants 
which  have  been  transferred  to  the  Architects’  Department. 

The  remainder  of  the  Parish  continues  in  want  of  a com- 
prehensive scheme ; the  Old  Quarry  continues  to  serve  a purpose, 
if  not  one  that  can  be  classed  as  ‘ useful.’ 

The  cost  of  a comprehensive  scheme  would  undoubtedly 
be  prohibitive  even  on  present  day  standards,  but  this  cannot 
always  be  regarded  as  the  restraining  feature  of  what  is  un- 
doubtedly a Public  Health  necessity. 

Elton 

There  is  now  in  this  Parish  approaching  completion,  one 
of  the  most  up-to-date  Electric  Generating  plants  in  the  country ; 
a symbol  of  progress,  yet  sanitation  for  the  Parish  remains 
primitive.  Is  there  no  hope  for  Public  Health  necessities  ? 
Mount  Pleasant  and.  Marsh  Lane  beg  the  question. 

Mollington 

Two  more  housing  scheme  plants  and  still  further  private 
development.  What  will  be  the  ultimate  fate  of  the  pre  1939 
scheme  which  is  still  on  paper  ? 

Rowton 

That  part  of  Rowton  Lane  which  was  sewered  last  year 
has  had  the  sewer  extended,  and  the  substitution  of  the  old 
hydraulic  lift  by  an  electrically  operated  automatic  ejector  plant 
is  complete  and  ready  to  receive  the  sewer  so  urgently  needed 
for  the  Moore  Lane  area,  if  the  pollution  of  the  main  Whitchurch 
Road  water  course  is  to  be  abated. 

Dodleston  and  Lower  Kinnerton 

Necessity  it  is  said  is  the  Mother  of  invention.  Would  that 
that  saying  was  an  inventive  brain  capable  of  fulfilment.  These 
two  Parishes  are  so  situated  as  to  lend  themselves  to  the  provision 
of  a joint  scheme.  There  are  two  plants  in  existence,  one  of  which 
serves  half  the  Parish  of  Dodleston  and  is  apparently  overloaded, 
and  the  other,  the  Moor  Lane  housing  scheme  at  Lower  Kinnerton. 


!l 


Pulford 

Here  is  another  plant  which  is  somewhat  overloaded  yet 
gives  a reasonable  effluent ; but  you  have  agreed  to  assist  in  the 
provision  of  a new  plant  in  the  proposed  scheme  for  the  adjoin- 
ing Parish  of  Lavister  in  the  Wrexham  Rural  area,  which  will 
take  and  treat  all  the  sewage  from  this  Parish  including  that 
from  your  housing  scheme. 

Saughall 

Once  again  I have  to  stress  the  urgency  which  prompts  a 
repetition  of  my  report  last  year,  pointing  out  the  necessity  for 
a sewerage  scheme  to  accommodate  the  Kingswood  Lane  area 
and  the  Coalpit  Lane,  Parkgate  Road  area  of  this  Parish. 

Capenhurst 

The  remarks  of  last  year  apply  equally  this  year,  and  the 
necessity  for  a comprehensive  scheme  to  cover  the  whole  of  the 
Parish  is  becoming  more  obvious. 

Housing  Scheme  Disposal  Plants 

As  has  already  been  mentioned  the  16  sewage  disposal 
plants  were  handed  over  to  the  Architect’s  Department  in  Sept- 
ember, together  with  5 Parish  sewage  disposal  plants,  and  all  the 
trunk  and  tributary  sewers  already  in  existence  in  the  Parishes 
of  Christleton,  Littleton,  Great  Boughton,  Huntington,  Upton-by- 
Cb ester  and  Saughall,  all  of  which  connect  with  the  Chester  City 
sewerage  system,  who  take  and  treat  the  sewerage  on  agreed  terms. 

The  800  gallons  Cesspool  Emptier  is  still  in  use  and  render- 
ing good  service,  both  inside  and  outside  your  administrative 
area  ; but  certain  working  parts  are  showing  signs  of  wear  and 
tear  as  is  only  to  be  expected  from  a vehicle  that  has  been  in 
constant  use  since  December,  1949.  Outside  its  use  in  connection 
with  your  own  sewage  disposal  plants,  it  has  been  called  for  on 
no  less  than  159  occasions  during  1955. 

During  the  year  75  sewer  and  drain  tests  have  been  carried 
out  by  this  department,  comprising  71  tests  of  drains  connected 
to  sewers,  and  4 tests  of  drains  discharging  to  Septic  Tanks  ; and 
in  Saughall  there  were  15  conversions  to  sewer. 

Rivers  and  Streams 

The  position  is  the  same  as  last  year,  supervision  being  in 
the  hands  of  River  Boards  operative  in  the  area. 

The  year  has  seen  periods  of  drought,  which  have  brought 
to  light  pollution  of  ditches  in  the  rural  areas  ; and  whilst  afford- 
ing some  very  pleasant  country  walks  in  searching  them  out,  has 
revealed  some  masterly  forms  of  overflow. 
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Public  Cleansing  Service 

This  service  is  afforded  to  the  whole  of  your  area.  At  the 
begining  of  the  year  there  were  6,775  dwellings  which  received 
this  service,  and  this  number  increased  to  7,164  at  the  end  of  the 
year. 

During  the  year  it  is  estimated  this  service  covered  52,272 
miles  and  used  6,623  gallons  of  petrol,  further  approximately 
7,817  tons  of  refuse  were  dealt  with  comprised  in  3,304  loads,  at 
an  estimated  cost  of  £18,172. 


ing 


These  figures  afford  interesting  reading 
costs  are  arrived  at:  — 


£ 

Per  ton  2 

„ load  5 

„ mile  


..  gall  2 

„ house  2 

„ house  


in  that  the  follow - 

s.  d. 

6 53/ 

10  0 
6 113/ 

14  10 

9 4 per  annum 
1 1 / per  week 


Collection 

No  additions  have  been  made  to  the  5 vehicles  which 
operate  this  service,  though  some  are  show'ing  signs  of  wear,  early 
replacement  is  anticipated  in  one  or  two  instances. 


Disposal 

By  means  of  Controlled  Tipping,  and  was  as  anticipated, 
the  Wervin  Pits  were  worked  out  before  May,  so  that  it  was  fortu- 
nate we  were  able  to  secure  terms  for  the  use  of  the  old  claypit 
at  Hoole  Bank  Brickworks.  This  contained  over  three  million 
gallons  of  water,  which  with  the  valuable  aid  of  the  County  Fire 
Office,  was  successfully  pumped,  in  the  process  of  which  literally 
thousands  of  all  manner  of  fresh  water  fish  were  netted  and 
transported  to  other  waters. 

Soon  after  settling  in  on  this  site,  it  became  apparent  the 
Bristol  ‘10’  Angledozer  was  not  strong  enough  to  stand  up  to  the 
work,  and  you  decided  to  purchase  a Fordson  Muledozer,  wFich 
was  commLs.sioned  for  delivery  in  March,  1956. 


Personel 

This  comprises  five  teams  of  Driver  and  Collectors,  employ- 
ing 19  men  for  collection  purposes  and  5 drivers,  together  with 
2 men  for  tip  controlling  purposes,  all  of  whom  in  the  main,  have 
given  efficient  services  under  trying  conditions. 

It  is  fitting  that  I should  here  again  stress  the  difficult  and 
very  trying  job  these  men  carry  out.  I feel  their  worth  is  not 
sufficiently  appreciated  by  the  general  public,  who  seem  to  view 
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the  ‘ dustbin  ’ as  the  receptacle  for  all  types  of  discards  both  wet 
and  dry.  Some  people  have  very  little  thought  for  the  ‘Bin  Man’ 
and  deposit  all  manner  of  stenching  filth  in  the  bin,  which  they 
expect  these  men  to  handle  and  take  away  for  them,  I sometimes 
feel  that  these  men  are  often  not  regarded  as  human  beings  but 
as  automatons:  but  what  an  outcry  arises  if  the  service  happens 
to  fail  for  a week.  No  matter  what  the  reason,  or  how  genuine, 
some  people  hold  the  view  that  it  is  only  they  who  matter. 

Salvage — Waste  Paper 

During  1955  prices  have  again  fluctuated,  and  at  the  end 
of  the  year  Merchants  were  all  complaining  that  Mills  were  over 
stocked  and  were  faced  with  a repetition  of  1952.  The  storage  of 
this  type  of  waste  has  always  been  a problem,  and  with  demands 
lessening  disposals  have  proved  more  difficult.  The  following  is 
a summary  of  the  quantities  disposed  of  during  1955. 


CLASSIFICATION 

T. 

CWTS. 

QRS. 

LBS.  £ 

s. 

d. 

Newspapers  

23 

16 

1 

— 204 

0 

2 

Mixed  Papers  

59 

12 

2 

— 470 

0 

11 

83 

8 

3 

— £674 

1 

I 

Shops 

No  further  shops  have  been  added  to  your  records  during 
the  year,  and  it  has  not  been  necessary  to  take  action  under  the 
Shops  Acts  relating  to  ventilation,  temperature  or  the  provision 
of  sanitary  conveniences. 

Smoke  Abatement 

The  new  Clean  Air  Bill  was  being  discussed  both  in  and 
out  of  Parliament  towards  the  end  of  the  year,  and  has  been  the 
subject  of  much  criticism.  It  will  eventually  become  a statutory 
enactment,  but  this  report  is  not  the  place  to  dicuss  its  merits 
or  demerits  as  the  case  may  be. 

Under  the  present  enactment,  as  in  past  years,  observations 
have  been  necessary  on  a few  occassions,  but  the  old  hardy  annuals 
have  apparently  mended  their  ways  on  boiler  stoking,  and  we 
have  the  gratifying  position  of  it  being  unnecessary  to  take  official 
action. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools 

These  are  non-existent  in  your  area,  if  one  disregards 
certain  reaches  of  the  River  Gowey  and  the  old  Shropshire  Union 
Canal. 


Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces 

No  further  premises  have  been  added  to  your  register,  the 
number  remains  at  53. 
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Rodent  Control 

Under  the  terms  of  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act, 
1949,  your  district  continues  to  be  systematically  and  efficiently 
supervised  by  your  Rat  Catcher,  who,  m addition  to  giving  regular 
service  and  attention  to  the  12  Contracts  you  have  entered  into, 
regularly  inspects  all  Parishes  in  your  district. 

Close  co-operation  exists  with  the  Agricultural  Executive 
Committee,  who  continue  regularly  to  inspect  the  farms  in  your 
area  ; and  it  gratifying  to  know  it  has  not  been  necessary  to  serve 
any  statutory  notices. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  year’s  work : — 

Number  of  visits  made  3,039 

Number  of  premises  visited  2,336 

Number  of  premises  re-visited  139 


SECTION  D 


HOUSING 


During  the  year  74  Council  houses  have  been  erected  by 
you,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  877  houses  occupied, 
whilst  44  were  in  course  of  construction  ; and  you  have  plans  for 
the  erection  of  256  houses. 


Favourable  opinions  have  been  expressed  both  of  the  eleva- 
tion and  arrangement  of  your  houses.  Particularly  has  this  been 
the  case  in  relation  to  those  designed  by  your  Architect  Mr.  T. 
C.  R.  Eaton,  to  whom  I am  indebted  for  your  Housing  figures. 


The  following  is  a summary  of  the  progress  of  your  various 
schemes : — 


TOTAL  NO. 

NO.  OF 

HOUSES 

NO.  OF 

HOUSES  IN 

NO.  OF 

HOUSES 

OF  HOUSES 

ERECTED  AND 

COURSE  OF 

PROPOSED 

TO  BE 

OCCUPIED 

CONSTRUCTION 

TO  BE 

ERECTED 

AT  31.12.55 

AT  31.12.55 

ERECTED 

Backford  

....  20 

20 

— 

— 

Barrow  

....  40 

40 

— 

— 

Capenhurst  

....  22 

22 

— 

— 

Christleton  

....  122 

84 

16 

22 

Dodleston  

....  31 

31 

— 

— 

Dunham  Hill 

....  48 

48 

— 

— 

Elton  

....  24 

24 

— 

— 

Gt.  Boughton  

152 

66 

— 

86 

Guilden  Sutton  .... 

....  42 

34 

— 

8 

Hapsford  

....  6 

6 

— 

— 

Huntington  

....  54 

54 

— 

— 

Lea  - by  - Backford 

8 

8 

— 

— 

15 


Lea  Newbold  

....  2 

2 

— 

— 

Little  Stanney  .... 

....  6 

6 

— 

— 

Lower  Kinnerton 

....  10 

10 

— 

— 

Mickle  Trafford  .... 

....  36 

36 

— 

— 

Mollington  

....  8 

8 

— 

— 

Pulford  

....  8 

8 

— 

— 

Saughall  

....  252 

206 

— 

46 

Shotwick  

....  2 

2 

— 

— 

Stoak  

....  22 

4 

— 

18 

Thornton  

22 

22 

— 

— 

Upton  - by  - Chester 

....  240 

136 

28 

76 

1,177 

877 

44 

256 

Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year 

1.  (1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 
for  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts)  

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (including  under 

sub-head  1 above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  (Rural  Housing  Survey)  .... 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 

state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to 
be  unfit  for  human  habitation  


671 

1,019 


Nil 

Nil 
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(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub -bead) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 
for  human  habitation  92 


2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 
Formal  N otices : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequences  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  officers  92 


Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year:  — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Section  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936:  — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ....  27 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  Formal  Notices:  — 

(a)  By  Owners  27 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  Nil 
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(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  Notices  were  served  requiring  defects 

to  be  remedied  62 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  w'hich  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  Formal 
Notices:  — 

(a)  By  Owners  62 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  Nil 

Hutted  Camps 

It  is  very  pleasing  to  be  able  to  record  that  the  year  has 
seen  the  end  of  these  abominations  ; and  occupants  of  the  8 hut- 
ments that  remained  at  the  end  of  the  last  year,  were  happily 
re-housed,  cither  by  you,  or  by  arrangement  with  other  authorities. 

The  Hutments  were  successfully  disposed  of,  and  the  sites 
derequisitioned.  So  ends  a necessary  and  somewhat  eventful 
chapter. 


SECTION  E 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
Milk  and  Dairies  Act,  1949 

Under  this  Act  and  the  Special  Designation  Orders  made 
under  this  Act,  the  following  Licences  were  issued  by  you  during 


1955:  — 

Registered  Dairies  8 

Distributors  12 

Dealers’  Licences  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised)  13 

Dealers’  Licences  (Tub.  Tested  and  Accredited)  ....  6 

Dealers’  Supplementary  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised)  6 

Dealers’  Supplementary  (Tub.  Tested  and  Accredited)  4 


49 


Samples  referred  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries 
and  Food  (Animal  Health  Division),  notified  as  proving  positive 
after  submission  to  the  Guinea  Pig  Test,  and  the  necessary  in- 
quiries, have  insured  that  all  milk  produced  at  such  sources  has 
been  properly  pasteurised  before  being  offered  for  general  con- 
sumption. 24  notifications  were  received  which  involved  48  visits. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  Section  14 
Ice  Cream 

There  are  a total  of  43  premises  registered  for  the  sale  and 
storage  of  Ice  Cream  and  2 manufacturers  in  your  area. 
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Most  of  the  Ice  Cream  sold  is  pre-packed  and  manu- 
factured by  wholesalers  of  repute. 

Prepared  Foods 

Under  this  heading  there  are  14  persons  and  premises, 
licenced  for  the  manufacture  of  preserved  foods  intended  for 
sale,  on  your  registers. 

Inspections  of  these  premises  are  carried  out  at  irregular 
intervals,  and  the  standard  of  preparation  and  storage  continues 
to  be  satisfactory. 

December  saw  the  publication  of  a new  Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  1955,  under  which  new  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  have  been 
made,  both  of  which  became  operative  as  from  the  1st  January, 
1956. 

This  new  enactment  and  regulation  will  tighten  up  the 
handling  and  preparation  of  all  foods:  it  will  also  entail  much 
more  supervision  and  inspection,  for  which  all  Food  premises  will 
have  to  be  either  registered  or  re-registered. 


MEAT  INSPECTION 


There  are  5 slaughterhouses  regularly  operating  in  your 
district,  including  the  slaughterhouses  at  Shed  Lane,  used  for  the 
slaughter  of  pigs  by  the  Bacon  Board. 


Last  year  it  was  a pleasure  to  record  an  agreement  with  a 
neighbouring  Urban  Authority  to  afford  them  Slaughterhouse 
facilities  in  your  area,  in  return  for  which  they  agreed  to  provide 
the  necessary  Meat  Inspectors.  It  came  as  a considerable  surprise 
therefore  when  in  March,  intimation  was  received  from  the 
Authority  of  its  intention  to  withdraw  its  Inspectors  as  from  31st 
March,  1955.  The  Slaughterhouse  is  used  entirely  by  butchers 
trading  in  the  neighbouring  Authority’s  area. 

SHEEP 


AND 


MEAT  INSPECTION 

BEASTS 

CALVES 

LAMBS  PIGS 

TOTAL 

Number  slaughtered  

829 

93 

3,666  4,820 

9,408 

Number  inspected  

829 

93 

3,666  4,820 

9,408 

All  diseases  except  Tuber- 
culosis : — 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

2 

3 — 

5 

Carcases  of  which  part  or 
organ  was  condemned  .... 

202 

592  354 

1,148 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected,  affected  with 
disease  other  than  Tuber- 
culosis   

24.34% 

2.15% 

16.23%  7.41% 

18 


Tuberculosis  only : — 

Whole  carcases  condemned  4 — — 8 12 

Carcases  of  which  part  or 

organ  was  condemned  ....  93  — — 109  202 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected,  affected  with 

Tuberculosis  11.7%  — — 2.43% 

Meat — Weights  condemned:  5 tons  2 cwts.  0 qtrs.  8 lbs. 

Other  Foods — Weights  condemned:  18  cwts.  1 qtrs.  15  lbs. 

List  of  Samples  for  analysis  obtained  in  the  Chester  Rural  District 
during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1955 

NUMBER  ADULTERATED 
OR  NOT  UP  TO  THE 
RECOGNISED  STANDARD 
OF  QUALITY,  OR 
OTHERWISE 


NAME  OF  SAMPLE 

NUMBER  OBTAINED 

REPORTED  AGAINST 

Butter  

1 

— 

Cheese  (Cheshire)  

1 

— 

Cough  Mixture  

1 

— 

Cream  

1 

— 

Fish  Paste  

2 

— 

Glycerine  

1 

— 

Ice  Cream  

1 

— 

Jam  (Strawberry)  

1 

— 

Jelly  (Table)  

1 

— 

Lard  

1 

— 

Luncheon  Meat  (Pork) 

1 

— 

Margarine  

1 

— 

Meat  Paste  

2 

— 

Milk  (Condensed)  

1 

— 

Milk  

34 

1 

Mint  in  Vinegar  

1 

1 

Mincemeat  

1 

— 

Olive  Oil  

1 

— 

Pepper  (White)  

1 

— 

Pickle  (Clear  Mixed)  .... 

1 

1 

Polony  

1 

— 

Raising  Powder  

1 

— 

Rum  

2 

— 

Sauce  

1 
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1 


Soup  .... 

Sweets  1 


Sausages  (Pork)  .... 

1 

— 

Sausages  (Beef)  .... 

1 

— 

Vinegar  (Malt)  .... 

1 

— 

65 

3 

Particulars  of  Samples  not  up  to  Standard 

NO.  SAMPLE 

RESULT  OF  ANALYSIS 

REMARKS 

1.  Milk 

11.6  per  cent  deficient  in 

Retail. 

fat. 

Cautioned. 

2.  Clear  mixed 

Not  labelled  in  accordance 

Manufacturers 

Pickle. 

with  the  Labelling  of  Food 

agreed  to 

Order. 

amend  label. 

3.  Mint  in 

do. 

Old  stock. 

vinegar. 

New  labels 
comply. 

SECTION  F 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 
AND  OTHER  DISEASES 


Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  the  year  1955 


TOTAL  CASES  CASES  ADMITTED 

NOTIFIED  TO  HOSPITAL’ 

DEATHS 

Pneumonia  

8 

1 

— 

Erysipelas  

3 

— 

— 

Food  Poisoning  

10 

1 

— 

Scarlet  Fever  

11 

2 

— 

Poliomyelitis  

1 

1 

— 

Measles  

428 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough  

18 

— 

— 

Malaria  (Military)  

13 

13 

— 

Meningococcal  Infection 

4 

4 

— 

Dysentery  

7 

2 

— 

Paratyphoid  (Military)  .... 

1 

1 

— 

Leptospirosis  

2 

506 

27 

Nil 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  the  year  1955 


NEW  CASES 

DEATHS 

Age 

Periods 

Non 

Respiratory  Respiratory  Total 

Non 

Respiratory  Respiratory  Total 

iM 

F 

MFM&F  MF  MF 

M&F 

0-1 

1-5 

— 

5-15 

15-25 

2 

3 

— — 5 

1 — — — 

1 

25-35 

6 

2 

— — 8 

— — — — 

— 

35-45 

5 

— 

— — 5 

2 1 — — 

3 

45-55 

1 

— 

— 1 2 

1 — — — 

1 

55-65 

— 

— 

— — — 

1 _ _ _ 

1 

65  & upwards  1 
Age  unknown  — 

1 

— — 2 

— . 

— 

15 

6 

— 1 22 

5 1 — — 

6 

FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948 

Inspection  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 

Premises 

Number  on 
Register 

Number  of 

Written  Occupiers 
Inspections  Notices  Prosecuted 

(1)  Factories  in  which 

Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 
and  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local 
Authority  

(2)  Factories  not  in- 
cluded in  (1)  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  .... 

(3)  Other  Premises  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 
(excluding  out- 
workers’ premises) 


56  21  1 


23  7 

79  28 
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Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found 


No.  of 
cases  in 
prosecu- 

Referred  tions 


Particulars 

To  H.M.  Uy  H.M.  were 
Found  Remedied  Inspec-  Inspec-  Insti- 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.l)  .... 

— — 

tor  tor  tuted 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  

— — 

— — — 

Unreasonable  temperature 

(S.3) 

— — 

— — 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

— — 

— — — 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

(S.6) 

— 

— — 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

— — 

— — — 

(a)  insufficient  

— — 

— — — 

(b)  unsuitable  or  defective 

— — 

— — — 

(c)  not  separate  for  sexes 

— — 

— — — 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  

___ 

- ■ 

Total 

— — 

— — — 

PART  VIII  of  the  Act  — OUTWORK 

(Sections  110  and  111) 

NATURE  OF  WORK 

Wearing  apparel  (Making,  etc.)  Cleaning 

NUMBER  OF  OUT- 
WORKERS IN  AUG. 

LIST  REQUIRED  BY 
SECTION  1 10  (1)  (c) 

and 

Washing  



1 

22 


CHESHlKti:  COUNTY  COUNCIL 


South-West  Cheshire  Divisional  Health 

Committee 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

1955 


Dr.  WALTER  J.  BIRCHALL,  M.B.,  M.R.C.S.,  D.P.H. 


(Divisional  Medical  Officer) 


16,  White  Friars, 

Chester. 

Telephone:  Chester  20071  (2  lines). 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  ON  HEALTH  SERVICES  OF 
SOUTH-WEST  CHESHIRE  DIVISION  FOR  THE 

YEAR  1955 


Mr  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

The  Division  includes  the  Borough  of  Ellesmere  Port  and 
the  Rural  Districts  of  Chester  and  Tarvin.  The  total  population 
at  1st  April  according  to  the  Registrar  General’s  latest  figures 
(mid  1954)  is  76,670,  and  the  area  is  115,414  acres,  which  is  the 
equivalent  of  0.66  person  per  acre.  The  number  of  inhabited 
houses  is  approximately  21,697,  and  the  combined  rateable  value 
for  1955  is  £530,178. 

There  is  an  increase  in  total  mileage  recorded  by  the 
Ambulance  Service,  and  reflected  in  greater  use  of  sitting  case 
vehicles  as  compared  with  ambulances.  Building  operations 
started  on  the  new  Ambulance  Depot  at  Ellesmere  Port,  and  by 
the  end  of  the  year  the  Depot  was  almost  finished,  and  is  due  for 
occupation  early  in  1956.  It  is  hoped  with  better  facilities  at  the 
new  Depot,  and  the  increased  establishment  of  Driver /Attendants 
recommended  by  the  Committee,  to  operate  a more  complete 
service  throughout  twenty-four  hours  each  day  for  seven  days  per 
week. 


Two  additional  services  which  began  in  1954,  namely,  the 
distribution  of  Welfare  Foods,  and  the  vaccination  against  Tuber- 
culosis of  “ school  leavers  ” with  B.C.G.,  have  continued  through- 
out the  year  to  work  smoothly. 

The  number  of  cases  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register  shows 
an  increase  from  587,  in  1954,  to  644. 

Notifications  of  other  Infectious  Diseases  showed  Measles 
to  be  the  most  prevalent  throughout  the  district  in  the  early  part 
of  the  year,  followed  by  whooping  cough.  There  was  a notable 
decline  in  the  number  of  cases  of  Dysentery  compared  with  the 
previous  year. 

I am. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

WALTER  J.  BIRCHALL,  m.b.,  .m  r.c.s.,  d.p.h. 

Medicai.  Officer  of  Health. 
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CHESHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL 

SOUTH-WEST  CHESHIRE  DIVISIONAL  HEALTH 

COMMITTEE 

Report  for  Year  ended  31  December,  1955 

N.H.S.  Act,  1946  (Section  22)  — Care  of  Mothers  and  Young 

Children 


A.  Mothers’  Clinics : 

NEW 

TOTAL 

CASES 

ATTENDANCES 

Ante-Natal  

465 

2,877 

Post-Natal  

Dental  : 

138 

145 

Pre-Natal  

2 

2 

Nursing  Mothers  

1 

3 

Dentures  Supplied  

— 

— 

B.  Young  Children’s  Clinics: 

NEW 

TOTAL 

(1)  Infant  Welfare — 

CASES 

ATTENDANCES 

To  1 year  

886 

8,169 

1 — 2 years  

— 

1,851 

2 — 5 years  

(2)  Specialist — 

1,408 

Ophthalmic  

26 

66 

Dental  Treatment  (under  5) 

176 

180 

E.N.T.  (under  5)  

22 

DAILY 

34 

(3)  Day  Nurseries — 

AVERAGE 

NO. 

ATTEND- 

TOTAL 

ING 

ATTENDANCES 

Aged  0 — 2 years  

13 

3,163 

2 — 5 years  

28 

6,880 

Details  of  figures  (where  they 
Clinic)  are  given  hereunder : — 

relate  to  more  than  one 

Eye  Clinics — 

NEW 

TOTAL 

CASES 

ATTENDANCES 

Hoole  

2 

4 

Ellesmere  Port  

24 

62 

Totals 

26 

66 

Number  of  Children  under 
five  for  whom  spectacles 

were  prescribed  

Number  of  cases  recom- 
mended for  hospital  treat- 
ment   


27 
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NEW 


Welfare  Centres — 

CASES 

0-1 

TOTAL 

0-1 

AITENOANCES 

1-2  2-5 

Barrow  

16 

252 

107 

105 

Ellesmere  P 

335 

2,882 

421 

232 

Farndon  

19 

107 

45 

24 

Huntington 

28 

209 

117 

75 

Ince  

13 

171 

18 

21 

Kelsall  

43 

339 

149 

120 

Little  Sutton  .... 

155 

1,637 

316 

203 

Malpas  

23 

117 

37 

47 

Overpool  

92 

808 

107 

23 

Saughall  

Tarvin  

33 

394 

176 

192 

35 

319 

67 

75 

Tattenhall 

23 

197 

24 

87 

Upton  

71 

137 

267 

204 

886 

8,169 

1,851 

1,408 

SPECIAL  COMMENTS 

WELFARE  CENTRES  AND  DAY  NURSERY 
Welfare  Centres 

Ellesmere  Port — 

The  adaptations  to  the  former  “ pram  ” shelter  were  com- 
pleted in  August,  and  the  new  distribution  point  for  Welfare 
Foods  was  opened  on  the  15th  August,  1955. 

The  Committee  recomtnended  that  the  number  of  hours 
of  cleaning  duties  at  the  Welfare  Centre  be  increased- from  forty- 
two  to  forty-eight  on  the  opening  of  the  new  Welfare  Foods 
Distribution  Point,  and  that  the  establishment  of  cleaners  be  re- 
vised to  two  cleaners  (one  thirty  hours,  the  other  eighteen  hours). 

The  following  items  of  equipment  were  purchased : — 

I Two  Wheel  Truck. 

1 Four  Drawer  Card  Index  Cabinet. 

1 Smith’s  Eight  Day  Clock. 

Little  Sutton — 

The  Committee  recommended  to  the  County  Health  Com- 
mittee that  a porch  be  erected  at  the  entrance  to  the  Little 
Sutton  Welfare  Centre  at  a cost  of  £87  5s.  Od.  The  Committee 
also  approved  the  tender  of  Mr.  J.  Davies,  of  Ellesmere  Port,  for 
the  interior  decoration  of  this  Centre  at  a cost  of  £87  5s.  Od. 

The  following  items  of  equipment  were  purchased:  — 

1 Office  Desk. 

I Dressing  Trolley. 

Curtains. 
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Overpool — 

An  Electric  Sterilizer  was  purchased  for  this  Welfare  Centre. 
Great  BouorrroN — 

The  Committee  recommended  to  the  County  Health  Com- 
mittee that  the  Tender  of  the  Pcnfold  Fencing  and  Engineering 
Co.  Ltd.,  for  the  supply  and  fixing  of  fencing  and  gates  around 
the  site  of  the  proposed  Welfare  Centre,  to  the  sum  of  £196 
12s.  3d.  be  accepted. 

New  Welfare  Centre/Day  Nursery,  Ellesmere  Port — 

The  Committee  approved  the  site  in  Stanney  Lane,  Elles- 
mere Port,  for  the  new  Welfare  Centre/Day  Nursery,  and  recom- 
mended to  the  County  Health  Committee  that  1.67  acres  of  land 
in  Stanney  Lane  be  purchased  from  the  Ellesmere  Port  Borough 
Council. 

Welfare  Foods  Service 

The  distribution  of  Welfare  Foods  (National  Dried  Milk, 
Cod  Liver  Oil,  A & D Tablets  and  Orange  Juice)  continued 
satisfactorily,  largely  owing  to  the  splendid  co-operation  of  the 
voluntary  persons  and  the  members  of  the  W.V.S.,  who  have  been 
most  helpful. 


The  following  is  a Summary  of  the 
distributed  by  the  26  Distribution  Centres  in 

number  of  articles 
the  Division:  — 

National  Dried  Milk  

33,105 

Cod  Liver  Oil  

7,121 

A & D Tablets  

2,172 

Orange  Juice  

31,573 

Total  73,971 

Day  Nursery,  Ellesmere  Port 

Attendances  at  the  commencement  of  the  year  were  rather 
low,  28 — 43  ; absences  owing  to  coughs,  colds  and  other  respiratory 
infections.  In  March  attendances  were  again  afEected  by  an 
epidemic  of  mumps  ; twenty-three  children  having  been  afEected. 
Most  of  them  had  only  a mild  attack.  A measles  epidemic  was 
experienced  in  May ; twenty-nine  children  were  affected,  but 
again  most  of  them  had  only  a mild  attack.  Attendances,  how- 
ever, improved  and  maintained  a daily  average  of  forty-one,  a 
little  less  than  the  previous  year.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there 
were  fiftv-five  children  on  the  register,  of  whom  45%  were  priority 
cases.  There  were  also  ninety-six  non-priority  children  on  the 
waiting  list  for  admission. 

The  Day  Nursery  was  visited  in  May  by  Miss  Webster,  of 
the  Ministry  of  Health,  and  Miss  McIntyre,  of  the  Ministry  of 
Education.  They  both  seemed  very  satisfied  with  the  administra- 
tion of  the  Day  Nursery,  and  no  adverse  criticisms  were  made. 
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The  Nursery  was  unlawfully  entered  on  several  occasions 
throughout  the  year.  On  each  occasion  the  offenders  were 
children  whose  aim  appeared  to  be  to  create  a nuisance  rather 
than  a felony.  The  Police  were  informed  on  each  occasion.  In 
August  the  police  apprehended  two  boys  who  admitted  having 
entered  the  Day  Nursery,  and  whose  parents  offered  to  contribute 
towards  the  damage.  Six  other  boys  were  apprehended  in 
December  and  were  summoned  by  the  Police  and  fined. 

The  Nursery  was  closed  for  the  Annual  Holidays  from  25th 
July  to  8th  August. 

The  Matron  and  the  Staff  arranged  a Christmas  Party  for 
the  children  ; each  child  received  a present  from  Father  Christmas. 
The  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  Mr.  W.  H.  Backhouse,  attended 
as  Father  Christinas. 

The  fence  at  the  rear  and  side  of  the  Nursery  was  con- 
sidered most  inadequate,  and  a danger  to  the  children.  The 
fence  was  replaced  by  a 5 ft.  Chestnut  Paling  at  a cost  of 
£83  5s.  Od. 

Staff — 

There  have  been  several  staff  changes,  including  the  Deputy 
Matron,  during  the  year ; the  Committee  made  the  necessary 
appointment  in  each  case. 

Student  Nurse  S.  Singleton  was  successful  in  the  November 
examination  of  the  N.N.E.B. 

Costs — 

A Comparative  Statement  on  the  costs  of  Day  Nurseries 
for  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1955,  was  received  from  the 
County  Treasurer,  and  the  daily  cost  per  child  during  the  year 
was  as  follows:  — 

1954-55:  9s.  lOd.  1953-54:  9s.  93/d. 

Average  cost  throughout  the  County  was:  — 

1954-55:  11s.  11 /^d.  1953-54:  11s.  7d. 


(Section  23). 

MID  WIVES 

Number  of  Births  (adjusted  for  inward  and  outward  trans- 
fers)— 1,654  (including  16  stillbirths). 

(Section  23/35). 

MIDWIFERY  AND  HOME  NURSING 

Transport 

Several  of  the  County  owned  cars  used  by  the  District 
Nurse/Midwives  received  major  and  minor  repairs. 

The  cars  of  the  Tarvin  and  Aldford  District  Nurses  were 
considered  unreliable  and  uneconomical,  and  the  Committee 
recommended  that  they  be  replaced.  The  car  of  the  Tarvin 
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District  Nurse  was  replaced  by  a new  Austin,  the  car  of  the 
Aldford  District  Nurse  has  not  yet  been  replaced. 

Accommodation 

The  District  Nurse  at  Tattenhall  was  allocated  a Council 
House  by  the  Rural  District  of  Tarvin.  The  house  was  furnished 
and  equipped  at  a cost  of  £320.  I am  very  grateful  to  the  Lady 
Members  of  the  Committee  for  their  invaluable  assistance  in  the 
selection  of  the  furnishings. 

The  Committee  approved  and  recommended  to  the  County 
Health  Committee  the  Tender  of  H.  Jones  & Son,  of  Holt,  for 
the  erection  of  a Garage  for  the  Farndon  District  Nurse  at  a 
cost  of  £194  10s.  Od. 

(Section  26) 

VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 

'lotal  fees  paid  for  the  period  1.1.55-31.^2.55  amounted  to 
£417  5s.  Od. 

Statistics  are  as  stated  below : — 

A.  VACCINATION 


1.  Primary  Vaccination — 

MALES 

FEMALES 

TOTAL 

(1)  Pre-School  Children  

351 

328 

679 

(2)  School  Children  

12 

12 

24 

(3)  Adults  

19 

27 

46 

Total 

382 

367 

749 

2.  Re-Vaccination — 

(1)  Pre-School  Children  

13 

9 

22 

(2)  School  Children  

11 

10 

21 

(3)  Adults  

93 

136 

229 

Total 

117 

155 

272 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 

Incomplete. 

(1)  Pre-School  Children  

59 

50 

109 

(2)  School  Children  

1 

— 

1 

Total 

60 

50 

110 

Completed. 

(I)  Pre-School  Children  

430 

417 

847 

(2)  vSehool  Children  

9 

18 

27 

Total 

439 

435 

874 

Re-Immunisation. 

All  Children  

128 

129 

257 

29 


C.  WHOOPING  COUGH  IMMUNISATION 


Pre-School  Children  

336 

303 

639 

School  Children  

12 

23 

35 

Total 

348 

326 

674 

These  figures  are  not  final  as  records  are  still  being  received 
for  services  performed  during  1955. 

(Section  27).  AMBULANCE  SERVICE 

No.  of 


No.  of 

Total  No. 
of 

Total  No. 
Patients 

.\ccident  and 
Emergency 
Journeys 
included  in 

Total 

Vehicles 

Journeys 

carried 

Column  3 

Mileage 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

A. 

Directly  Provided — 
Ambulances  5 

3,186 

9,281 

877 

74,829 

Cars  2 

1,157 

4,224 

31 

50,997 

B. 

By  Agency — 

Ambulances  5 

1,396 

1,396 

269 

13,474 

Cars  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

C. 

(Chester  City  Amb.) 
Supplementary — 
Ambulances  — 

W.V.S.,  Taxi,  etc. 

(Cars)  — 

22 

22 

_ 

490 

It  will  be  observed  from  the  Table  set  out  below  that  mile- 
age performed  by  vehicles  of  the  Divisional  Ambiilance  Service 


was  slightly  higher  than  the  previous  vear. 

- 

MILEAGE 

MI  E.AGE 

1954 

1955 

C.C.C.  Ambulances  

76,957 

74,829 

C.C.C.  Cars  

45,782 

50,997 

122,739 

125,826 

A comparative  Statement  on  the  costs  of  the  Ambulance 
Service  for  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1955,  was  received  from 
the  County  Treasurer,  and  the  cost  per  mile  was  as  follows:  — 

1953/54  1954/55 

Ambulances  1 /6d.  1 /8d. 

Sitting  Case  Cars  1 /4d.  1 /3)4d. 

The  average  cost  throughout  the  Countv  was:  — 

1953/54  1954/55 

Ambulances  2/6’4d.  2/7‘4d. 

Sitting  Case  Cars  1 /4)/^d.  1 /6^d. 
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S^f 

Two  members  of  the  Ambulance  Service  were  awarded  Safe 
Driving  Diplomas,  and  one  Driver  was  awarded  a bar  to  his  five 
year  medal  by  the  Royal  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Accidents. 

There  have  again  heen  several  changes  amongst  the 
Ambulance  Staff,  details  as  follows:  — 

Ambulance  Attendants  (resigned)  3 

Ambulance  Attendants  (appointed)  3 

Uniforms  were  purchased  at  a cost  of  £161  7s.  2d. 

Establishment 

The  Committee  reviewed  the  staff  establishment  of  the 
Ambulance  Service,  and  recommended  that  as  from  the  comple- 
tion of  the  new  Ambulance  Depot,  Ellesmere  Port,  the  staff 
establishment  be  fixed  as  follows:  — 

1 Supervisor. 

1 Senior  Driver. 

13  Driver  Attendants. 

1 Driver  Mechanic. 

1 Female  Cleaner  (part-time). 

The  Committee  also  recommended  that  telephones  be 
installed  in  the  houses  of  six  Driver /Attendants  for  the  purpose 
of  “On-Call”  duties,  and  that  two  Driver /Attendants  be  placed 
“ On-Call  ” Monday  to  Friday  6 p.m.  to  7 a.m.,  Saturday  6 p.m. 
to  7 a.m.  Monday. 

Transport 

The  vehicle  establishment  is  as  follows : — 

5 Ambulances. 

2 Sitting  Case  Cars. 

7 

A Bedford  Lomas  Ambulance  was  received  in  April,  1955, 
replacing  the  Commer  Ambulance  MMB  281.  A Bedford  Lomas 
Sitting  Case  Car /Ambulance  was  received  in  August,  1955,  replac- 
ing the  Austin  Ambulance  LLG  908.  It  was  recommended  that 
the  Commer  Ambulance  be  transferred  to  Civil  Defence.  The 
Austin  Ambulance  was  transferred  to  the  Bebington  Division  for 
Civil  Defence  purposes. 

Civil  Defence  (Ambulance  Section) 

Tbe  course  of  lectures  commenced  in  the  Autumn  of  1954 
had  to  be  abandoned  early  in  the  year  owing  to  lack  of  support. 

A further  effort  was  made  to  re-open  the  course  in  the 
Autumn  of  1955,  but  owing  to  very  small  attendances,  it  was  not 
practicable  to  conduct  the  course  of  lectures. 
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(Section  28). 

PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS  — CARE  AND  AFTER-CARE 

TUBERCULOSIS 

A.  No.  of  Cases  investigated  in  Division:  — 

(I)  Tuberculosis — 

(a)  No.  of  Forms  C.  & A.C.  4 completed  ....  48 

(Primary  Investigation). 

(b)  No.  of  Forms  C.  & A.C.  22  completed  264 
(Follow-Up  Visits). 

(c)  No.  of  cases  where  patient  has  been  found  to 


have : — 

(a)  Removed  from  area  13 

(b)  Been  cured  2 

(c)  Recovered  I 

(d)  Died  7 

(2)  Other  than  Tuberculosis 


All  cases  of  chronic  illness  awaiting  admission  to  Chronic 
Wards  or  suitable  Institutions  are  visited  regularly  by  Health 
Visitors  until  admission  is  effected. 

B.  Number  of  Cases  placed  in  employment  (Disabled 

Persons  Act)  Nil 

C.  Nursing  Equipment:  — 

(a)  Particulars  of  new  items  of  nursing  equipment 
purchased : — 

1 Commode,  £6  6s.  Od. 

2 Tripod  Walking  Sticks,  £7  10s.  Od. 

(b)  In  one  case  of  debt  of  £I  2s.  Od.  for  the  -rental  of  :t 
wheel-chair  was  cancelled. 

(c)  An  unserviceable  shelter  was  sold  for  £7  5s.  Od. 
Convalescence 

The  sum  of  £155  Os.  Od.  was  allocated  for  the  year  ending 
31st  March,  1956,  for  convalescent  treatment. 

Two  cases  were  sent  for  convalescence  during  the  year, 
one  a child  for  four  weeks,  the  other,  a lady  (tuberculous)  for 
three  weeks. 

B,C.G.  Vaccination — School  Leavers 

The  scheme  for  the  B.C.G.  Vaccination  of  school  children 
between  their  13th  and  14th  birthdays  continued  throughout  the 
year,  and  the  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  carried  out. 

No.  of  Consent  Forms  Issued  475 

No.  of  children  for  whom  consents  were  received  390 

No.  of  children  patch  tested  with  tuberculin  jelly  365 

(of  whom  72  were  positive) 
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No.  of  children  Mantoux  tested  312 

(of  whom  33  were  positive) 

No.  of  children  vaccinated  with  B.C.G 273 

No.  of  children  conversion  tested  (8  weeks)  91 

(of  whom  63  were  positive) 

No.  of  children  conversion  tested  (12  months)  ....  222 

(of  whom  156  were  positive) 


(Section  29). 

DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICE 

There  has  been  a decline  in  the  number  of  applications 
for  Domestic  Help  and  in  the  number  of  cases  attended  in  the 
Divisional  area.  A review  of  the  cases  during  the  year  shows 
that  78%  of  the  cases  attended  were  chronic  sick  including  aged 
and  infirm,  and  14%  were  maternity  cases,  the  remaining  8% 
were  for  various  causes  (including  tuberculosis). 

Comparative  costs  for  the  financial  years  1953/54  and  1954/55 
based  on  figures  supplied  by  the  County  Treasurer : — 

FIN.VNCIAL  FINANCIAI. 


YEAR  YEAR 

ENDED  ENDED 

31.3.54  31.3.55 

Hours  worked  25,019  20,610 

Cost  to  the  County  Council  £3,346  £2,795 

Amount  collected  £834  £650 

Cross  cost  per  hour  worked  2/8d.  2/8j^d. 

Amount  collected  per  hour  8d.  7)/2d. 

Nett  cost  per  hour  worked  2/Od.  2/ Id. 

Average  for  the  remainder  of  the  County:  — 

Cross  cost  per  hour  worked  2/8%d.  2/9%d. 

Amount  collected  per  hour  9yid.  8^d. 

Nett  cost  per  hour  worked  1/11)4^.  2/ld. 


Every  effort  was  made,  in  conjunction  with  the  Health 
Visitors,  to  keep  the  costs  down  to  a minimum  without  impairing 


the  efficiency  of  the  Service. 

A.  Number  of  new-  Applicants  94 

(of  these  50  were  cancelled) 

B.  Number  of  Domestic  Helps  working  at  the  31st 
December,  1 955 : — 

(a)  Permanent  Nil 

(b)  Temporary  32 

C.  Number  of  cases  attended  81 

D.  Special  cases  for  report  11 


Eleven  cases  were  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee during  the  year.  In  three  cases,  debts  were  cancelled,  six 
cases  were  defined  as  Future  Recovery  cases,  and  in  the  remain- 
ing two  cases  reduction  in  assessment  were  granted. 
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NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948  (PART  III) 

In  my  capacity  as  the  Representative  of  the  County  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  I carried  out  two  visits  of  inspection  to  Shotwick 
House,  Great  Saughall.  Very  little  change  had  taken  place  since 
1954,  and  the  excellent  conditions  of  this  establishment  continued 
to  maintain  a high  level. 

VISITS  BY  COMMITTEE 

In  September,  Members  of  the  Committee  and  Officials  paid 
a visit  to  the  Child  Welfare  Centre,  the  Day  Nursery,  the  Ambu- 
lance Depot,  Ellesmere  Port,  and  to  the  Wrenbury  Hall  Industries. 

ESTIMATES  1956/57 

Estimates  for  the  year  1956/57  were  submitted,  and  following 
is  a summary  of  the  items  recommended  to  the  County  Health 
Committee  for  approval  and  inclusion  in  the  block  estimates:  — 


£ 

Welfare  Centres  2,260 

Day  Nursery  2,076 

Midwifery  180 

Health  Visiting  20 

Home  Nursing  1,545 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation  580 

Ambulance  Service  5,595 

Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After-Care  315 

Domestic  Helps  3,110 

Administration  4,900 

Payment  of  County  Districts  for  Notifications  of 

Infectious  Diseases  250 


£20,831 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED,  1955 
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Totals  . ..  1 — 26  34  102  130  13  1 498  510  31  22  24  18 


Statistics  relating  to  cases  of  Tuberculosis  on  Notification  Registers  of  District  Councils  in  the  Division 

MALES  FEMALES  TOTALS 

Non-  Non-  Non-  Total 

Pulmonary  Pulmonary  Total  Pulmonary  Pulmonary  Total  Pulmonary  Pulmonary  Cases 
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